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Underground  Storage  Tank  (UST) 

The  UST  includes  not  only  the  tank,  but  all 
of  the  piping  and  any  part  of  the  system 
that  contains  product  (such  as  petroleum). 
The  UST  also  includes  above  ground  stor¬ 
age  tanks  that  have  10%  of  the  total  tank 
volume  (including  the  volume  in  the  pip¬ 
ing)  beneath  the  ground  surface. 

Farm  Tank 

A  tank  located  on  a  tract  of  land  devoted 
to  the  production  of  crops  or  raising  ani¬ 
mals,  including  fish,  and  associated  resi¬ 
dences  and  improvements.  A  farm  tank 
must  be  located  on  the  farm  property.  A 
farm  includes  fish  hatcheries,  rangeland 
and  nurseries  with  growing  operations. 
Farm  tanks  over  1,100  gallon  capacity  need 
to  be  registered  and  may  be  eligible  to  seek 
reimbursement  from  the  Illinois  UST  Fund 
for  corrective  action  due  to  petroleum 
releases. 
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Release 

Any  leak,  spill  or  overfill  from  an  under¬ 
ground  storage  tank  that  results  in  a  regu¬ 
lated  product  coming  into  contact  with  the 
environment.  A  release  may  occur  from 
the  tank  itself,  the  tank  piping  or  any  part 
of  the  tank  system.  Overfilling  the  tank 
beyond  its  capacity  is  a  common  cause  of 
many  tank  releases,  as  are  spills  from  gen¬ 
eral  operations.  A  release  of  a  regulated 
substance  may  be  identified  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  free  product  or  vapor  in  soils,  base¬ 
ments,  sewers,  utility  lines  or  nearby  sur¬ 


face  waters. 


Office  of  the  State  Fire 
Marshal  (OSFM) 


The  OSFM  is  responsible  for  regulating  the 
daily  operation  of  Illinois  underground  storage 
tank  systems. 

Registration 

Farm  tanks  must  be  registered  with  the  OSFM  if 
over  1,100  gallon  capacity.  Farm  tanks  1,100 
gallons  or  less  are  excluded  from  registration 
requirements. 

Permits 

A  permit  must  be  obtained  from  the  OSFM  by 
the  tank  owner/ operator  before  removal, 
repair,  installation  or  abandonment  of  an  un¬ 
derground  storage  tank.  Permit  requirements 
apply  only  to  farm  tanks  greater  than  1,100  gal¬ 
lons. 

Upgrading 

Farm  underground  storage  tanks  over  1,100  gal¬ 
lons  must  meet  OSFM  requirements  for  corro¬ 
sion  protection,  spill  and  overfill  prevention 
and  release  detection.  Action  and  deadline 
dates  which  apply  to  these  preventative  meas¬ 
ures  depend  on  the  age  of  the  individual  tank. 

Liability 

Although  a  farm  tank  1,100  gallons  or  less  is  ex¬ 
empt  from  OSFM  regulations,  a  tank  owner /op¬ 
erator  is  liable  for  a  release  of  hazardous  sub¬ 
stances  which  threatens  human  health  or  the  en¬ 
vironment. 


Illinois  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  (IEPA) 


The  IEPA  is  responsible  for  regulating  under¬ 
ground  storage  tanks  (UST)  after  a  release  has 
occurred.  The  tank  is  then  classified  as  a  leak¬ 
ing  underground  storage  tank  (LUST).  The 
IEPA  is  authorized  to  respond  to  releases  of  pe¬ 
troleum  or  hazardous  substances  from  under¬ 
ground  storage  tanks. 

Cleanup 

•  Define  area  of  contamination. 

•  Prevent  further  release  of  the  regulated 
substance. 

•  Remedy  hazards  posed  by  contaminated 
soils. 

•  Protect  public  health  and  the  environment. 

Fund 

The  Illinois  Underground  Storage  Tank 
Fund  was  created  to  act  as  an  insurance  pool  to 
assist  tank  owners  and  operators  in  meeting  the 
stringent  financial  responsibility  requirements. 
The  fund  reimburses  tank  owners/operators  for 
costs  associated  with  corrective  action.  The 
IEPA  oversees  this  fund  and  determines  tank 
owner  or  operator  eligibility,  the  appropriate 
deductible  amount,  and  which  costs  of  correc¬ 
tive  action  are  eligible  for  reimbursement. 

Note: 

Certain  siting  restrictions  apply  to  under¬ 
ground  fuel  storage  tanks  with  a  capacity  of 
greater  than  500  gallons,  in  relation  to  potable  wa¬ 
ter  wells.  Contact  the  Groundwater  Section  at 
217/785-4787  for  additional  information  on  siting 
restrictions. 
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Underground  farm  tanks  could  spill  or 
leak  their  contents  into  soil  and  groundwa¬ 
ter  contaminating: 

•  the  water  source  supplying  a  private 
well 

•  the  water  source  for  livestock 

•  the  water  source  used  for  crop  irrigation 

The  Office  of  the  State  Fire  Marshal 
(OSFM)  indicates  that  70-80%  of  the 
underground  fuel  storage  tanks  removed  in 
Illinois  have  had  some  type  of  petroleum  re¬ 
lease.  Approximately  3,000  underground 
farm  tanks  have  been  registered  in  Illinois. 

According  to  the  National  Rural  Water 
Association ,  one  gallon  of  gasoline  can  con¬ 
taminate  750,000  gallons  of  drinking  water. 
The  OSFM  regulations  are  intended  to  make 
sure  underground  storage  tanks  which  leak 
or  spill  do  not  pollute  the  environment. 

Protect  your  farm  and  groundwater 
from  underground  storage  tank  releases  by 
abiding  with  the  regulations  established  by 
the  OSFM  and  the  Groundwater  Protection 
Act. 
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For  additional  information, 
please  contact: 

The  Office  of  the  State  Fire  Marshal 
217/785-5878 

Illinois  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Division  of  Land  Pollution  Control 
217/785-4728 

To  report  a  leak  or  spill,  please  contact: 

Illinois  Emergency  Management  Agency 
(IEMA) 

24  Hour  Line  1-800-782-7860 
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